This issue of the British Journal of Pain comes at the end of the International Association for the Study of Pain's (IASP) year of 'Pain after surgery'. In a press release issued in January 2018 IASP President Judith A Turner said 'Hundreds of millions of people worldwide undergo operations each year. We hope physicians, nurses, other health-care providers, and researchers around the world join us as we work to improve education and raise awareness concerning postsurgical pain management'.
The aims of the year were to: • Disseminate information worldwide about pain after surgery; • Educate pain researchers as well as health-care professionals who see the issues associated with such pain first-hand in their interactions with patients; • Increase awareness of postsurgical pain among public officials, members of the media, and the general public; • Encourage government leaders, health-care organisations, and others to support policies that result in improved management of pain after surgery.
A series of fact sheets e-written by international experts and available on the IASP website summarised diverse topics from pain mechanisms after surgery, managing acute pain after surgery and development of persistent pain following surgery. Throughout the year, topical research papers and reviews have been highlighted in Pain and Pain Reports. In the United Kingdom, on 2 May 2017, prior to the Annual Scientific Meeting, the Acute Pain Special Interest Group of the British Pain Society held a one-day conference in Birmingham on Persistent Postsurgical Pain.
To end the global year, we are grateful to Dr Jane Quinlan for commissioning a range of interesting and topical reviews about pain after surgery including the genetics of postsurgical pain and psychological effects of postsurgical pain among others. We are also able to publish the winning abstracts submitted to the National Acute Symposium held in Harrogate in September 2017.
